
 
OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 68, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 

Regular Board of Education Meeting held on December 19, 2019 
 

 
The Board of Education of School District 68, Cook County, Illinois, met on the 19th day of 
December 2019, in regular session at the Educational Service Center, 9440 Kenton Avenue, 
Skokie, Illinois, according to the rules of the Board. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by the Vice President of the Board, Joseph Ruffner, who 
presided.  Members of the Board were present as follows: 
 

Present: Frank Alkyer 
  Katrina Bell-Jordan 
  Meghan Espinoza (arrived 7:47 p.m.) 
  Jinu Joseph 
  Joseph Ruffner 
  Jeffrey Sterbenc    

Absent: Una McGeough 
 

Also present were: James Garwood, Ed.D., superintendent of schools; Christie Samojedny, Ed.D., 
assistant superintendent for curriculum and instruction; Barbara Marler, Ed.D., director of EL services; 
Crissy Mombela, director of student services; Karen Bradley, Ed.D., principal; Greg Hanson, principal; 
Robyn Huemmer, Ed.D., principal; Daniel Schuth, Ed.D., principal; Alison Jenski, assistant principal; 
Christopher Robinson, assistant principal; Phyllis Carlstrom, recording secretary; members of the staff, 
parents, and students. 
  

PUBLIC COMMENT 
There were no requests to address the Board of Education. 
  

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORTS 
Highlights on Devonshire Elementary 
Dr. Schuth, principal, introduced teacher, Kitty Llerandi, who with the help of some of her students, 
walked the group through a presentation on how a Mystery Skype is used in her classroom. 
 
Annual Audit 2019 
Cherydon Jergenson, a representative from the auditing firm Eder, Casella, and Co., reviewed major 
points from the District’s annual audit.  Ms. Jergenson reported that the audit firm was issuing an 
unmodified opinion, which means the financial statements presented give a true and fair view, and that 
the district has acted in accordance with all requirements. 

 
NTDSE – Molloy Renovation 
Tarin Kendrick, executive director for NTDSE, along with Kathy Gavin, director of fiscal services, 
presented the Board with the current state of the Julia Molloy Education Center and the need to 
upgrade and improve the facility in order to improve safety, security, and accessibility.  It is also 
necessary to add classroom, staff, and functional space. The proposed renovation would take place in 
two to three phases.  The estimated cost would be $15,000,000.  This cost would be shared by the 
nine township schools that are member districts.  How the cost will be divided is a future topic. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Garwood introduced the new ELL Parent Center Director, Sabiha Patel, who will begin her new 
position on January 15, 2020.  
 
Dr. Garwood reminded board members that the NSBA 2020 Annual Conference will be held in 
Chicago this year from April 3 – 6, 2020, and any board member who was interested in attending 
should advise the board secretary in order to be registered. 
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READING AND ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
Mr. Joseph made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sterbenc, that the minutes from the following meetings of 
the Board of Education be approved and placed on file: 

 

• November 21, 2019, Board of Education Regular Meeting 
 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Bell-Jordan, Espinoza, Joseph, Ruffner, Sterbenc 
NAY: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 

The motion carried. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

Mrs. Espinoza made a motion, seconded by Mr. Joseph, that the items on the Consent Agenda be 
approved, as presented, which included the items below:    

A. Personnel Report 
B. Financial Reports 
C. Approval of Pay Orders and Expenditures 
D. Non-public Facility Contracts for Chicago Lighthouse 
E. Board of Education Policy – Second Reading 

1. 2:20 Powers and Duties of the School Board-Indemnification 
2. 2:70 Vacancies on the School Board-Filling Vacancies 
3. 2:100 Board Member Conflict of Interest 
4. 2:105 Ethics and Gift Ban 
5. 2:110 Qualifications Duties and Terms of Board Officers 
6. 2:200 Types of School Board Meetings 
7. 2:220 School Board Meeting Procedure 
8. 2:260 Uniform Grievance Procedure 
9. 4:150 Facility Management and Building Programs 

F. Destruction of Closed Session Audio Recording – June 21, 2018 
 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Bell-Jordan, Espinoza, Joseph, Ruffner, Sterbenc 
NAY: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 

The motion carried. 
 
REPORTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Illinois Association of School Boards (IASB) Resolutions Committee Report 
Mr. Alkyer, District 68 board representative, attended the Delegate Assembly, and reported that once 
again the delegate assembly voted down a resolution to support and advocate for legislation that 
would allow school staff members to carry a concealed weapon for student safety on a vote of 249 to 
129.  Other votes of note: 
 

• The Assembly approved a resolution to support legislation amending sections of statute to clear 
the way for districts to give more opportunities to minorities, women, people with disabilities, and 
veterans for local district projects. 

• A resolution to support legislation that would centralize certification of substitute teachers 
passed unanimously. 

• A resolution to support legislation that would enhance signage in, and awareness of, school 
safety zones passed easily. 

• Two resolutions concerning school board elections were considered. The first passed easily, 
supporting legislation to seat newly elected board members in uncontested races at the next 
board meeting or at a special board meeting. The second was voted down. It would have 
allowed a broader array of officials the ability to swear in new board members. 
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• A resolution involving compensation for school board members was dropped without 
consideration at the request of the submitting school district. 

• Both resolutions involving charter schools were approved. The first would support legislation to 
give a host school district a voice in the renewal process of State Authorized Charter Schools. 
The second would support legislation defining special expectations of the State Authorized 
Charter Schools to educate at-risk students. 

 

In addition to setting legislative priorities, IASB delegates elected a new Association’s president. 
 
Board of Education Policy – First Reading 
The following polices were discussed: 
 

4:15 Identify Protection 
A new section to be added, “Treatment of Personally Identifiable Information Under Grant Awards”, in 
order to be legal compliant with the Grant Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA) (30 ILCS 708/) 
and federal regulations.  
 
4:30 Revenues and Investments 
Additional language to be added as required by 30 ILCS 235/2.5(a-5), added by P.A. 101-473, eff. 1-1-20 
in regards to investment decisions. 
 
4:60 Purchases and Contracts 
Clarification language to be added regarding employees of contracted service per 105 ILCS 5/24-5. 
 
4:80 Accounting and Audits 
Clarification language to be added regarding inventory of items purchased with grant funds per  Per 
ISBE’s Audit-and Monitoring-Review-Requirements-and-Tools, as well as the disposition of property 
acquired with grant funds  Per 2 C.F.R. §200.313(e) for federal awards and State awards governed by 
GATA. 

 
ACTION ITEMS 

Certificate of Tax Levy 
Mr. Alkyer made a motion, seconded by Dr. Bell-Jordan, to approve the Certificate of Tax Levy for 
2019 as presented, and to include the following: 

• The Resolution Authorizing Final Tax Levy for the Year 2019; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of School District Number 68, Cook County, Illinois, 
adopt a tax levy resolution as follows: 
 

• the sum of $20,500,000 for educational purposes, and 
• the sum of 3,350,000 for operations and maintenance purposes, and 
• the sum of 700,000 for transportation purposes, and 
• the sum of 90,000  for working cash purposes, and 
• the sum of 250,000 for Illinois Municipal Retirement purposes, and 
• the sum of 525,000 for social security and Medicare purposes, and  
• the sum of 0  for fire prevention and life safety, and 
• the sum of 250,000 for tort immunity purposes, and 
• the sum of 1,300,000 for special education purposes 

 

On the equalized assessed valuation of all the taxable property in School District 68, Cook County, 
Illinois, for the year 2019; and to include: 
 

• The Resolution Authorizing Reduction of Certain Fund Levies for the 2019 Levy Year; and 
• The Truth in Taxation Certificate of Compliance. 

 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Bell-Jordan, Espinoza, Joseph, Ruffner, Sterbenc 
NAY: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 

The motion carried. 
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Highland/Devonshire Elementary Schools Boundary Change 
Mr. Sterbenc made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Espinoza, to approve a boundary change for the 
attendance area south of Church, east of Gross Point, north of Grove, west of Skokie Blvd., from 
Highland Elementary School to Devonshire Elementary School in incremental stages over a six-year 
period, beginning with the 2020-2021 school year and concluding by 2026, as recommended. 
 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Bell-Jordan, Espinoza, Joseph, Ruffner, Sterbenc 
NAY: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 

The motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Dr. Bell-Jordan made a motion, seconded 
by Mr. Joseph, to adjourn the meeting.   
 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Bell-Jordan, Espinoza, Joseph, Ruffner, Sterbenc 
NAY: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 

The motion carried. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m. 
 
 
 

 
 
______________________________ ____________________________ 
Una McGeough, President Katrina Bell-Jordan, Secretary 
Board of Education Board of Education  


