
 
OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 68, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 

Regular Board of Education Meeting held on February 20, 2020 
 

 
The Board of Education of School District 68, Cook County, Illinois, met on the 20th day of 
February 2020, in regular session at the Educational Service Center, 9440 Kenton Avenue, 
Skokie, Illinois, according to the rules of the Board. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the President of the Board, Una McGeough, who 
presided.  Members of the Board were present as follows: 
 

Present: Frank Alkyer 
Katrina Bell-Jordan 

  Meghan Espinoza 
  Jinu Joseph 
  Una McGeough 
  Joseph Ruffner 
  Jeffrey Sterbenc    

Absent: None 
 

Also present were: James Garwood, Ed.D., superintendent of schools; Christie Samojedny, Ed.D., 
assistant superintendent for curriculum and instruction; Ryan Berry, assistant superintendent of 
business and chief school business official; Barbara Marler, Ed.D., director of EL services; Crissy 
Mombela, director of student services; Karen Bradley, Ed.D., principal; Greg Hanson, principal; Robyn 
Huemmer, Ed.D., principal; Daniel Schuth, Ed.D., principal; Phyllis Carlstrom, recording secretary; and 
members of the staff and community. 
  

PUBLIC COMMENT 
There were no requests to address the Board of Education. 
  

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORTS 
Highlights on Highland Elementary School 
Karen Bradley, Ed.D., principal, introduced teachers Jennifer Greene and Lisa Talbert, who presented 
on the school’s recent Science Fair.  The goals were to highlight their Makerspace; practice the 4 C’s 
(collaboration, creativity, communication, and critical thinking); build school community connection; 
increase student participation in the event; and include a family component. 
 
Literacy Learning Team Report  
Dr. Christie Samojedny, assistant superintendent for curriculum and instruction, gave a report on the 
process used, and the final recommendations of the Literacy Learning Team.  Four components of 
Fountas and Pinnell Classroom are recommended for adoption for Grades K-5: Interactive Read 
Aloud, Reading Mini-Lessons, Guided Reading, and Shared Reading (K-1) at a projected cost of 
$239,000.  This purchase will return to the Board for action at the regularly scheduled March meeting.   
 
No formal adoption is recommended for the junior high literacy program. 

 
Advanced Learning Team Report 
Dr. Christie Samojedny gave a report on the process used, and the final recommendations of the 
Advanced Learning Team.  Results of the year-long team included findings that show current 
programming is not representative of our student population, nor does the current selection process 
identify students equally across all of our buildings.   Recommendations include changing the name of 
the program to Advanced Inquiry and Meaning (AIM).  
 
Programming for Kindergarten – Second Grade would include weekly, whole-class lessons around 
thinking skills.   
 
Programming for Third – Fifth Grade would include replacement instruction in Math based on unit pre-
tests within the Bridges math curriculum.  AIM teachers would deliver this instruction, unit by unit, to 
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qualifying groups of students.  In addition, AIM teachers would lead identified students in English 
Language Arts skill-based units that incorporate Inquiry-based learning through Social Studies and 
Science topics. 
 
Programming for Sixth – Eighth Grade would greatly expand the scope of the junior high AIM teachers 
who will serve students across all content areas (ELA, Math, Social Studies, Science) based on pre-
tests and performance tasks for units of instruction.   
 

READING AND ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
Mrs. Espinoza made a motion, seconded by Mr. Ruffner, that the minutes from the following meeting of 
the Board of Education be approved and placed on file: 

 

• January 23, 2020, Board of Education Regular Meeting 
 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Bell-Jordan, Espinoza, Joseph, McGeough, Ruffner, Sterbenc 
NAY: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 

The motion carried. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

Mr. Sterbenc made a motion, seconded by Dr. Bell-Jordan, that the items on the Consent Agenda be 
approved, as presented, which included the items below:    

A. Personnel Report 
B. Financial Reports 
C. Approval of Pay Orders and Expenditures 
D. Board of Education Policy – Second Reading 

1. 5:10 Equal Employment Opportunity and Minority Recruitment 
2. 5:20 Workplace Harassment Prohibited 
3. 5:20 E Resolution 
4. 5:30 Hiring Process and Criteria 
5. 5:50 Drug- and Alcohol-Free Workplace-Tobacco Prohibition 
6. 5:90 Abused and Neglected Child Reporting 
7. 5:120 Ethics and Conduct 
8. 5:250 Leaves of Absence 
9. 5:290 Employment Termination 

10. 5:330 Sick Days, Bereavement, Vacation, Holidays, and Leaves 
 

 

 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Bell-Jordan, Espinoza, Joseph, McGeough, Ruffner, Sterbenc 
NAY: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 

The motion carried. 
 
REPORTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 

NTDSE – Molloy Renovation Funding 
NTDSE is requesting a total of $8,000,000 in additional funding from member school districts to fund 
the Molloy construction project. District 68’s contribution to this funding will be $1,391,7070, broken 
down as follows:  70% is based on 6-day enrollment averages for the past three school years; and 
30% equal shares for all member districts.  This will return to the Board for action at the regularly 
scheduled March meeting.   
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Board of Education Policy – First Reading 
The following polices were discussed: 
 

6:60 Curriculum Content 
105 ILCS 5/27-3.10, added by P.A. 101-254, eff. 7-1-20, requires all students in grades 6-8 to receive one 
unit of civics education in accordance with Illinois Learning Standards for social science. 
105 ILCS 5/27-23.7(a) requires Instruction in all grades to include examples of behaviors that violate policy 
7:180, Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment. 

 
6:150 Home and Hospital Instruction 

105 ILCS 5/14-13.01(a), amended by P.A. 100-443, requires that all students provide a written statement 
from a physician, physician assistant, or advanced practice registered nurse stating the existence of a 
medical condition, the impact on the child’s ability to participate in education, and the anticipated duration or 
nature of the child’s absence from school. 

 
COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION 

Freedom of Information Request(s) 
Mrs. McGeough, board of education president, reported on three (3) requests and/or responses for 
information under the Freedom of Information Act during the period of January 18, 2020, through 
February 14, 2020. 

 
CLOSED SESSION 

Dr. Bell-Jordan made a motion, seconded by Mr. Ruffner, to go into closed session to discuss the 
appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees 
of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint 
lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to 
determine its validity.  
 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Bell-Jordan, Espinoza, Joseph, McGeough, Ruffner, Sterbenc 
NAY: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 

The motion carried and the Board recessed at 8:16 p.m. 
 

 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
The Board returned to open session at 8:54 p.m. on a motion made by Mr. Alkyer, and seconded  
by Mr. Ruffner. 
 

The motion carried unanimously by the members present.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Sterbenc made a motion, seconded by 
Mr. Joseph, to adjourn the meeting.   
 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Bell-Jordan, Espinoza, Joseph, McGeough, Ruffner, Sterbenc 
NAY: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 

The motion carried. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
 
 

 
 
______________________________ ____________________________ 
Una McGeough, President Katrina Bell-Jordan, Secretary 
Board of Education Board of Education  


