
 
OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 68, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 

Regular Board of Education Meeting held on March 19, 2020 
 

 
The Board of Education of School District 68, Cook County, Illinois, met on the 19th day of March 
2020, in regular session at the Educational Service Center, 9440 Kenton Avenue, Skokie, Illinois, 
according to the rules of the Board. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by the President of the Board, Una McGeough, who 
presided.  Members of the Board were present as follows: 
 

Present: Frank Alkyer 
Katrina Bell-Jordan (arrived 7:11 p.m.) 

  Meghan Espinoza 
  Jinu Joseph 
  Una McGeough 
  Joseph Ruffner 
  Jeffrey Sterbenc (by phone)    

Absent: None 
 

Also present were: James Garwood, Ed.D., superintendent of schools; Ryan Berry, assistant 
superintendent of business and chief school business official; and Phyllis Carlstrom, recording 
secretary (by phone). 
  

PUBLIC COMMENT 
There were no requests to address the Board of Education. 
  

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORTS 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Preparedness Planning 
Dr. Garwood, superintendent of schools, shared the planning that has been going on at the district 
level as the district prepares to move schools to an online learning platform for students for the 
unforeseen future. Per the Governor of Illinois, the days of schools missed during the time period he 
has closed schools will be considered Act of God days and will not need to be made up at the end of 
the regularly scheduled school year.  All of the facilities, as well as the buses, have undergone a deep 
cleaning.  District staff volunteered this week at the Food Pantry to help prepare for food pick-ups 
there.   
 
Ryan Berry, assistant superintendent for business, has overseen the development of the plan to begin 
supplying students with breakfast and lunches to go.  Meals are available for anyone 18 years of age 
or younger. Currently, pick-up is available at Old Orchard Junior High.  Beginning Monday, March 23, 
buses will also be carrying bagged food to specific sites throughout the district for pick up to make 
meals more accessible for those in need. 
 
We will continue to keep everyone updated on news as it develops. 
 
Grades K-8 Music Curriculum Adoption 
Dr. Christie Samojedny, assistant superintendent for curriculum and instruction, provided a memo 
summarizing the process and research followed over the past 12 months by the three K-5 and one 6-8 
general music teachers, as well as one administrator, leading to the recommendation that the District 
adopt Quaver as the new music curriculum which was a resource that was repeatedly mentioned as a 
highly effective curricular tool throughout the team’s exploration. 

 
AccessOne Phone System Refresh  
Derek Senn, chief technology officer,  provided a memo with a rationale explaining the need for the 
district to migrate to a new platform after a full assessment of the District’s current phone system, 
service providers, industry best practices and emerging mainstay technologies was conducted. During 
this assessment, particular attention was paid to the need for significant improvements in the following 
areas: quality of service, guaranteed uptime, security, and low latency connectivity. 
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This research resulted in the recommendation that District’s phone system moves from an on-premise 
(hosted) solution, to a Cloud-based solution using AccessOne. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Garwood recognized Vicki Chappel, building secretary at Devonshire Elementary School; and 
Dave Petersen, buildings and grounds foreman; both of whom were acknowledged as “Friends of 
NTDSE” for their contribution to students and programs. 
 

READING AND ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
Mr. Alkyer made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Espinoza, that the minutes from the following meetings of 
the Board of Education be approved and placed on file: 

 

• February 20, 2020, Board of Education Regular Meeting; 
• February 20, 2020, Board of Education Closed Session 

 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Bell-Jordan, Espinoza, Joseph, McGeough, Ruffner, Sterbenc 
NAY: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 

The motion carried. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

Mr. Alkyer made a motion, seconded by Mr. Joseph, that the items on the Consent Agenda be 
approved, as presented, which included the items below:    

A. Personnel Report 
B. Financial Reports 
C. Approval of Pay Orders and Expenditures 
D. Fountas and Pinnell Classroom 
E. Quaver Grades K-8 Music Curriculum 
F. AccessOne Phone System Refresh 
G. Board of Education Policy – Second Reading 

1. 6:60 Curriculum Content 
2. 6:150 Home and Hospital Instruction 
 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Bell-Jordan, Espinoza, Joseph, McGeough, Ruffner, Sterbenc 
NAY: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 

The motion carried. 
 
REPORTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 

NTDSE #807 Report 
Jeff Sterbenc, alternate District 68 Board Representative to the Niles Township District for Special 
Education (NTDSE) Governing Board, reported that the following topics were discussed at the 
November meeting: behavior incident reporting, construction grants, the annual fund-raiser scheduled 
for April 25, hard of hearing programming, and Friends of NTDSE. 
 
2020-2021 Staffing Allocations 
Dr. Garwood shared staffing needs for the 2020-2021 school year.  These needs have been identified 
through several avenues.  Learning Teams that came to a conclusion have changed the program 
needs beginning with the District’s Advanced Learning (ALP) Program which will now be the Advanced 
Inquiry and Meaning (AIM) program.  The new model adds a K-2 teacher that will serve all three 
elementary schools.  This same programming change requires adding a Social Studies position to Old 
Orchard Junior High. 
 

The Special Education Learning Team recommends adding a Special Education Inclusion Coach to 
provide support to both general and special education teachers. 
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Urdu-speaking students have increased at Highland Elementary School requiring the District to hire a 
licensed bilingual Urdu resource teacher. 
 

Special education needs in the area of both speech and language, and social work have increased, 
therefore the full-time equivalent for the related services must increase. 
 

The District will be opening two self-contained special education classrooms in lieu of using NTDSE for 
providing these services to our kindergarten through 2nd-grade students.  In order to accomplish this, 
two special education teachers will need to be hired, as well as two teaching assistants. 
 

Due to the monies saved from opening our own self-contained special education classrooms, it is 
expected that the overall addition to the Distric’s budget for all of these positions will be less than 
$60,000. 
 
Board of Education Policy – First Reading 
The following polices were discussed: 
 

7:20 Harassment of Students Prohibited 
New language added for compliance with Title IX. 34 C.F.R. Part 106.8(a) and 105 ILCS 5/10-20.69, as well 
as 105 ILCS 5/22-85, regarding notification of the existence of this policy and procedures.  Other changes 
were made to align this  policy’s language to existing language in other district policies. 

 

7:150 Agency and Police Interviews 
105 ILCS 5/22-85, and 5/22-85(b)(4) adds language added that requires the District to comply with state law 
in the event a student must be interviewed by law enforcement officers. 
 

7:190 Student Behavior 
 References to Ashley’s Law are added per 105 ILCS 5/22-33. 
 

7:270 Administering Medicine at School 
Language is added per 105 ILCS 5/10-22.21b(d),added by P.A. 101-205 and 105 ILCS 5/22-30, requiring an 
Emergency Plan be developed for students who self-administer an epinephrine auto-injector or asthma 
medication. Additional language was added per 105 ILCS 5/22-33(g), added by P.A. 100-660 (Ashley’s Law), 
requires school boards to adopt a policy on the Administration of Medical Cannabis. 
 

8:30 Visitors to and Conduct on School Property 
Language is updated to extend the definition of school property to include school-sanctioned events or 
activities regardless of location. Clarification was added per 720 ILCS 570/407 and 410 ILCS 705, added by 
P.A. 101-27; and 105 ILCS 5/22-33(b) and (g), added by P.A. 100-660, regarding recreational or medical use 
of cannabis. 

 
ACTION ITEMS 

NTDSE Molloy Construction Memorandum of Understanding 
Mrs. Espinoza made a motion, seconded by Mr. Ruffner, to approve that for 70% portion of the total 
cost of the Molloy Renovation Project, Skokie School District 68 shall be responsible for its pro rata 
share of the cost based upon our six (6) day enrollment (average of the 2016-2017, 2017-2018, and 
2018-2019 school years) for the entire student population; counting half-day (1/2) kindergarten pupils 
as one-half (1/2) of a full-time student; and that For 30% portion of the total cost of the Molloy 
Renovation Project, Skokie School District 68 shall be responsible for one ninth of the cost. 
 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Bell-Jordan, Espinoza, Joseph, McGeough, Ruffner, Sterbenc 
NAY: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 

The motion carried. 
 
Capital Improvement Projects - Summer 2020 
Mr. Ruffner made a motion, seconded by Mr. Joseph, to authorize for Nicholas and Associates, Inc. to 
issue construction contracts for summer of 2020 renovation work at Old Orchard Junior High in the 
amount of $3,219,475. 
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A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Bell-Jordan, Espinoza, Joseph, McGeough, Ruffner, Sterbenc 
NAY: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 

The motion carried. 
 
Old Orchard Junior High Asbestos Remediation 
Mr. Ruffner made a motion, seconded by Mr. Alkyer, to authorize Nicholas and Associates, Inc. to 
issue construction contracts for summer of 2020 asbestos abatement work at Old Orchard Junior High 
in the amount of $126,750, as recommended. 
 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Bell-Jordan, Espinoza, Joseph, McGeough, Ruffner, Sterbenc 
NAY: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 

The motion carried. 
 
Reduction in Force 
Mr. Joseph made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Espinoza, to approve the Resolution for the honorable 
dismissal of the following licensed staff: 
 

    Megan Brooks   Elizabeth Piper 
    Jane Feit   DeAnn Saykawlard 
    Savannah Hemminger Diana Schmidt 
    Claudia Landsman  Molly Siegel 
    Marti Lipkin   
 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Bell-Jordan, Espinoza, Joseph, McGeough, Ruffner, Sterbenc 
NAY: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 

The motion carried. 
 
Resolution for the Non-Renewal of Licensed Staff 
There was nothing responsive to this agenda item, therefore no action was required. 

 
COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION 

Freedom of Information Request(s) 
Mrs. McGeough, board of education president, reported on two (2) requests and/or responses for 
information under the Freedom of Information Act during the period February 15, 2020, through March 
13, 2020. 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mrs. Espinoza made a motion, seconded 
by Mr. Ruffner, to adjourn the meeting.   
 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Bell-Jordan, Espinoza, Joseph, McGeough, Ruffner, Sterbenc 
NAY: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 

The motion carried. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 
 

 
 
______________________________ ____________________________ 
Una McGeough, President Katrina Bell-Jordan, Secretary 
Board of Education Board of Education  


