
 

OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 68, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
Regular Board of Education Meeting held on February 16, 2017 

 
 
The Board of Education of School District 68, Cook County, Illinois, met on the 16th day of 
February 2017, in regular session at the Educational Service Center, 9440 Kenton Avenue, 
Skokie, Illinois, according to the rules of the Board. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by the President of the Board, Una McGeough, who 
presided.  Members of the Board were present as follows: 
 

Present: Frank Alkyer 
  Katrina Bell-Jordan 

Richard Berk 
  Menucha Levy 

Una McGeough 
  Mark Weil  

 

Absent: Amy Anson (arrived at 7:03 p.m.) 
      
Also present were: James Garwood, Ed.D., superintendent of schools; Lisa Schwartz, assistant 
superintendent of curriculum and instruction; Ryan Berry, chief school business official; Nancy 
Battaglia, director of technology; Barbara Marler, director of EL services; Karen Bradley, Ed.D., 
principal; Robyn Huemmer, principal; Hal Schmeisser, principal; Greg Hanson, assistant principal; 
Phyllis Carlstrom, recording secretary; other staff, and members of the community. 

  
PUBLIC COMMENT 

There were no requests to address the Board. 
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORTS 
EL Program Evaluation and Recommendations Report 
Dr. Marler, director of EL Services, shared the following information on student demographics in 
Skokie School District 68: Our school district serves 298 English learners from 37 language groups.  
Our top four language groups are Urdu, Spanish, Arabic, and Assyrian, respectively.  With current 
district-wide enrollment at 1,779 students, our EL population represents almost 17% of the student 
body. An initial review of our current program warrants a full program review to determine what 
constitutes best practice for English learners. The full presentation can be found HERE. 

 
Organizational Meeting 
Dr. Garwood, superintendent of schools, noted that the Board’s organizational meeting must take 
place between April 25 and May 2, 2017.  Since our regularly scheduled April meeting does not fall 
within that time period, a special meeting must be held to seat new members.  Current board 
members are being polled for their availability. 

 
READING AND ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

Dr. Anson made a motion, seconded by Dr. Berk, that the minutes from the following meeting(s) of 
the Board of Education be approved and placed on file: 

 

• January 19, 2017, Board of Education Regular Meeting 
• January 19, 2017, Board of Education Closed Session 

 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Anson, Bell-Jordan, Berk, Levy, McGeough, Weil 
NAY: None 
ABSENT: None 

 

The motion carried. 
 

https://v3.boardbook.org/Public/PublicItemDownload.aspx?ik=40077763
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CONSENT AGENDA 

Mr. Weil made a motion, seconded by Dr. Anson, that the items on the Consent Agenda be 
approved, as presented, which included the following items: 
 

A. Personnel Report 
B. Financial Reports 
C. Approval of Pay Orders and Expenditures 
D. Board of Education Policy – Second Reading 

a. 2:125  Board Member Expenses 
b. 2:200  Types of School Board Meetings 
c. 2:220  School Board Meeting Procedures 
d. 2:250  Access to District Public Records 
e. 4:10  Fiscal and Business Management 
f. 4:55  Use of Credit and Procurement Cards 
g. 4:130  Free and Reduced-Price Food Service 
h. 4:170  Safety 
i. 5:60  Expenses (General Personnel) 

 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Anson, Bell-Jordan, Berk, Levy, McGeough, Weil 
NAY: None 
ABSENT: None 

 

The motion carried. 
 
REPORTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Board Policy – First Reading (highlights of the proposed revisions are mentioned below) 
4:60  Purchases and Contracts 

Changes to school code require language that specifically prohibits school districts 
from entering contracts to purchase food with a bidder or offeror if the bidder or 
offeror’s contract terms prohibit the district from donating food to food banks. 

 

4:110 Transportation 
Added language: Foster care students shall be transported in accordance with Section 
6312(c)(5)(B) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. 

 

4:175  Convicted Child Sex Offender; Screening; Notifications 
This policy is being renamed, and language within changed to reflect the new title. 

 

7:70  Attendance and Truancy 
Updated language defines the compulsory school attendance age, and adds the 
requirement of excusing a student in grades 6 through 12 from attendance to sound 
Taps at a military honors funeral held in Illinois for a deceased veteran, as amended 
by P.A. 99-804. 

 
2017-2018 Staffing Recommendations 
Dr. Garwood reported that recognizing the imperative to better prepare our students for the future, 
Skokie School District 68 is examining how we intervene on our low-performing students’ behalf to 
ensure that they are receiving the best supports that we can provide in order that they might attain 
higher levels of performance. While the Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) committee is 
working on a long-range plan to improve how the District provides support to our students, two areas 
have been identified and are being recommended to be addressed in the near term. 

 
For both reading and math we have offered intervention assistance to our struggling learners, 
however, results need to improve and applying the same supports as in the past will not accomplish 
that imperative. Therefore, it is the recommendation that an elementary reading specialist, and a 
math coach/interventionist are added to each of our elementary buildings. 
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ACTION ITEMS 

Resolution to Regulate Expense Reimbursements 
Dr. Berk made a motion, seconded by Mr. Weil, to adopt a Resolution to Regulate Expense 
Reimbursements as required by Public Act 99-604 under 50 ILCS 150/10 and the Local Government 
Travel Expense Control Act.  Skokie School District 68’s resolution sets the maximum allowable 
reimbursement for travel, meal, and lodging expenses to an amount not to exceed $500.00, and is in 
effect immediately. 
 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Anson, Bell-Jordan, Berk, Levy, McGeough, Weil 
NAY: None 
ABSENT: None 

 

The motion carried. 
 
COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION 

Mrs. McGeough reported on three Freedom of Information Act requests received by the district 
between January 18 through February 10, 2017. 

 
CLOSED SESSION 

Dr. Anson made a motion, seconded by Mr. Alkyer, to go into closed session to discuss collective 
negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, or 
deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees. 5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(2); and 
 
To discuss the purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, including meetings 
held for the purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel should be acquired. (5 ILCS 20/2(c)(5). 

 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Anson, Bell-Jordan, Berk, Levy, McGeough, Weil 
NAY: None 
ABSENT: None 

 

The motion carried. The Board recessed at 8:18 p.m. 
 
RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 

The Board returned to open session at 9:47 p.m. on a motion made by Dr. Anson and seconded by 
Mr. Alkyer. 
 

The motion carried unanimously by the members present. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mrs. Levy made a motion, seconded by 
Dr. Berk, to adjourn the meeting.   
 

A roll call was held with the following results: 
AYE: Alkyer, Anson, Bell-Jordan, Berk, Levy, McGeough, Weil 
NAY: None 
ABSENT: None 

 

The motion carried. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:48 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ ____________________________ 
Richard Berk, Secretary Una McGeough, President 
Board of Education Board of Education  
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